SAMUEL EpwaArD PeaAr.—Mr, Peal, who died in Assam on
" July 29, was born December 31, 1834. Originally an artist, he
went to India in 1862 as a tea-planter. In 1873 he dizcovered
that tea blight was caused by an Aphis, whose life history he
investigated. He did useful work in exploring the Naga Hills to
show the practicability of a direct route from India to China.
He completed a work on the grasses and trees of Assam, but the
MS. was destroyed through the burning of his bungalow,
Latterly, he gave much attention to astronomy. His theory of
lunar surfacing as due to glaciation is well known, and he wrote
a paper ou “ A Possible Cause of Lunar Libration.” He was a
frequent contributor to the Indian Press and to  Nature” on
natural history subjects. His loss will be severely felt in Assam.
(Nat., September 2.)



